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Thani chases world title dreams
as stage set for thrilling clash at
Khalid Lagoon ——
8hoursago [l !;ﬁ ::3:'::}:?;5;;::;:[:::s“z“

| Sun retains 2z0om freestyle crown,
rages at Scott over medals snub

Jul 2019 |

Al
u aces z00m
- 2% Jul 2019 il

POR

Qemzi aims to extend lead in bid for

F2 world title
[
SPORT
Dressel scorcher as China slam
‘unacceptable’ doping protests
25 Jul 2019 iE73|
Most Popular Stories
Team Abu Dhabi's Thani Al Gemzi says he will give everything to secure a dream title triumph. Lucky winner gets Dhs1o million in
1 Mahzooz draw
Gulf Today, Staff Reporter NEWS
The season-ending UIM FIH2O World Championship will kick off at Khalid Lagoon in Sharjah 5 Fujairah Police arrest 3 girls whose
on Thursday. The Sharjah World Championship Week, comprising a double header, will also dog attacked mother and 2 children
bring the season to a close and determine the Drivers’ Championship title. NEWS
This season finale, organised by Sharjah Commerce and Tourism Development Authority 3 UAE ?“’b'es CEO"’f Ft"i"a.te company
(SCTDA), takes place under the patrenage of Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Bin Sultan Al for violating Ermttatisation
Qasimi, Crown Prince, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah, and Chairman of the Sharjah Executive
Council.

Registration and technical scrutineering took place on Wednesday in preparation for a busy
day on the water on Thursday.

The timetable gets underway with two hours of extra free practice beginning at 9am (UAE
time) and a further hour of official practice beginning at Ipm.
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Thani chases world title dreams as stage
set for thrilling clash at Khalid Lagoon

The season-ending UM FIHZO World Champien-
ship will kick off at Khalid Lagoon in Sharjah on
Thursday.

The Sharjah World C| ip Week,

© The outcome of the 2022 UIM FiH20
World Championsisip will be decided
ouer two races scheduled for Friday and

comprising a double header, will also bring the
season to a close and determine the Drivers'
Championship title.

This season finale, organised by Sharjah
Commerce and Tourism Development Author-
ity (SCTDA), takes place under the patronage
of Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Bin Sultan Al
Quasimi, Crown Prince, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah,
and Chairman of the Sharjah Executive Council.

Sharjah's Khalid Lagoon.

s),
advantage to clinch the title.

Chasing a maiden FIH2O drivers' crown, the
Emirati heads into the Grand Prix of Sharjah
double header needing to wipe out a nine-point
lead held by team-mate Torrente and hold off a

world titles in dramatic style in Sharjah without
winning the final Grand Prix, followed up victories
inFrance and ltaly with two more pediums to top
this season’s standings.

“I've had a really amazing season,” said the
2016 winner in Sharjah. “I've been on the podium
inevery race, and if | continue like that, | hawe an
excellent chance of o third world championship.

“llowve racing in Sharjah, But at the same time,
Thani and Jonas have both had success there,

We've all won races there, soit's very interest-
ing. Obwiously, | would like to win the first race
and reolly lock ft down, and maybe even clinch

d technical
ploce on Wednesday in preparation for @ busy
day on the water on Thursday.

The timetable gets underway with two hours
of extra free practice beginning ot 9om (UAE
time) and a further hour of official practice
beginning ot lpm.

The all-mpoertant qualifying sessions then
take centre stage on Khalid Lagoon from 4pm.

During the qualifications, racers will also be
gunning to break the Kilo World Record, which
measures the fastest times over one kilometer,
making the pre-race event even more exciting
for entrants and visitors like.

Gaining pole position gives a significant ad-
wvantage to the successful driver, with Team Abu
Dhab's Shoun Torrente hoping tofend off g ttle

IGemyzi defend-
ing champin Jonas Andetsson, and the fourth

s
Andersson, another nine point: i third,

he cf lip, but we'll just see how it goes.
In the build-up to Sharjoh, T d Thani

Thani, o three-time winner on Khalid Lagoon,
isrelishingthe opportunityto end his 20-yearwait
to be crowned world chompion on home waters
in the UAE, ond to give Teom Abu Dhabi g fifth
consecutive teom title.

“I hope this is the season where | achieve my
goal of becoming a world champion,” said the
veteran driver. “It will be difficult, but I'l give
everything I've got to achieve the dream.

“Khalid Lagoon is one of the most beautiful
places where we race and one of the best circuits.
for me. It gives you options, and racing is always
veryfast. Of course, | want to win for myself, but |
also want to work with Shaun to secure the team
title again.”

‘Thani gave himself a fighting chance with a
superb victory in the penultimate round of the

dAlec
Weckslmln over the course of the last two races
of the segson to be held over the coming days.
Team Abu Dhabi s currently leading the UIM
FIHZO standings, with Torrente (Boat &} topping
the charts with 64 points, followed by Thani{Boat

pi ip in Italy in October.

His first target is to clinch a record-breaking
fourth Grand Prix victory in Sharjoh on Friday to
set up @ dramatic climax in Sunday's final race
of the season.

Torrente, who claimed his 2018 and 2019

have undergone intensive training together in
Abu Dhabiunder the guidance of teammanoger
‘Guido Cappellini.

“Thani is my closest rival, but we're going to
faintainourfriendship andrivalry within the teom
and push each other,” said Torrente.

“If anybody else is going to win the title, I want
itto be Thani. But I went my third title really bodly,

and 1l push hord to get it
beath

ematicaly ehminated, We'l just take i ore race
ata time and hopefully come out on tep and win
the championship.”

Asidefromthe championship, the competitors
will compete for the FIHZO Pole Position Trophy,
which Thani currently leads with 54 points, fol-
lowed by Torrente with 47 points, and Sami Selio
inthird place with 47 paints.

Sheikh Mohammed Bin Sultan Bin Khalifa
‘Al Nahyan, President of the Abu Dhabi Marine
Sports Club, checked up on preparations and
the readiness of the Abu Dhabi team prior to
the race.

SHARJAH

Chasing a maiden
FIH2O drivers’
crown, the Emirati
heads into the
Grand Prix of
Sharjah double
header needing

to wipe out a
nine-point lead
held by team-mate
Torrente, and hold
off a big challenge
from Sweden’s
reigning champion,
Andersson
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Thani Al Qemzi gave himself a fighting chance with victory in Italian Grand Prix of Regione
Sardegna Olbia in October.

Credit Supplied

. . : . e . LATEST IN
Abu Dhabi: Team Abu Dhabi’s Thani Al Qemzi says he will give everything to secure a

i : E 5 3 ;
dream title trinmph when the 2022 UIM FIH20 World Championship reaches a grand Regragui hails Morocco effort after

semi-final loss

@ 11 minutes ago

finale in Sharjah this weekend.

Chasing a maiden FIH20O drivers’ crown, the Emirati heads into the Grand Prix of

Sharjah double-header needing to wipe out a nine-point lead held by teammate Macron '‘immensely proud’ that France
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Sharjah World Championship Week Begins As High-Octane
Action Kicks Off On The Waters Of The Emirate

Posted by admin

ddan=a

Under the patronage of Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Bin Sultan
Al Qasimi, Crown Prince, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah and Chairman of
the Sharjah Executive Council, the Sharjah World Championship
Week began which includes the final leg of the 21st UIM F1H20
World Championship. The powerboat Grand Prix of Sharjah is
being held on Khalid lake with the participation of top 16
international racers.

The opening address for this year's week of high-octane
adrenaline was made during a press conference organised by the
Sharjah Commerce and Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA)
at Khalid Lagoon in the presence of Khalid Jasim Al Midfa, Chairman of SCDTA; Ahmed Obaid Al Qaseer, Vice
Chairman of the Sharjah International Marine Sports Club (SIMSC); Nicolo Di San Germano, International Promoter

of Formula 1 Powerboat Racing, in addition to racers and an exuberant crowd.

The Sharjah World Championship Week will host the final leg of the UiIM F1H20 World Championship. The 16
international racers in the championship will compete along a 2057m circuit for the coveted Road to Sharjah Grand
Prix of Sharjah title and the Road to Sharjah Grand Prix of the Middle East title on Thursday, Friday, and Sunday,
wrapping up the championship's world tour for 2022.

Although teams represent certain cities they are allowed to enrol drivers from anywhere in the world and two
teams will be representing the UAE in the Grand Prix this year. The Sharjah team with Finnish driver Sami Selio will
be sporting speedboat 11, and Ferdinand Zandbergen from the Netherlands will be sporting speedboat 12, The Abu
Dhabi team includes American Shaun Torrente driving speedboat 6 and the sole Emirati, Thani Al Qemzi taking the
helm on speedboat 5.

During his keynote speech, Khalid Jasim Al Midfa, Chairman of SCDTA, stressed that hosting the final event in the
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Tough clashes on cards as Sharjah World
Championship Week ready to make splash

The picturesque Khalid Lagoon will host the 2022
UIM FIH2G World Championship season final for
the first time since 2019,

Returning ofter o hiotus of almost three years
following @ coronavirus outbreak, the Sharjoh
Warld Championship Week comprising double
header will determine the outcome of this year's
Drivers' Championship.

The 2ist Sharjoh Grand Prix will take place
under the patronage of Sheikh Suitan Bin Mo-
hamimed Bin Suitan Al Qasimi, Crown

Prince, Deputy Rulerof Sharjahand Chairman
of the Sharjah Executive Council.

The 16 international racers in the champion-
ship will compete along o 2057m circuit for the
coveted Road to Sharjah Grand Prix of Sharjah
title and the Road to Sharjah Grand Prix of
the Middle East title on Thursday, Friday, and
Sunday, wrapping up the champlonship’s world
tour for 2022,

Team Abu Dhabi’s Shaun Torrente has nine
paints lead over team-mate Thani Al Qemzi and
an I8-point lead over the defending champion
Jonas Anderson.

The details oftf

Q) Khalid AL-Midfu, Ahtned Obai Al-Qaseer,
Nicola di San Germano, Sami Selio,
Ferdinand Zandbergen, Alec Weckstront
Andersson, Guido Cappellini and other
dignitaries pose for a picture after the
press conference.

theemirate’ and
@ prime destintion for weter sports enthusiasts.
He noted that the outhority puts the safety
of the competitors as a top priofity in the
champicnship and expects it to be o smoath
and exciting race.
Midfa udde

“Shorjah hos always achieved

1the spor aspart
ofitz continuous mission fo diversiytheemirate's
development portfalio. Through investing in our

are able to host world champienships, including
this premier speedboat race.”

He pointed out that water sports are part of
thecourtryshistoryandheritage, fromhecuure

ternationalcompetitionsto bolster the emirate’s
status as a water sports destination on a local,
regional and international level."

DiSan Germano expressed his delight ot the
sport's return to the UAE's third emirate ofter
three-year absence.

He said: “We are extremely happy to be
here for the st time thot we orgonise a Formula
One race in Sharjah. It is @ special year because
everything starts again and even better than
before | will say.

“We have organised 294 Grand Prix but the

nes in Sharjah have all given
and | am sure this one will continue that level of
quality. It is important that we close the Covid
period and look forward te growing Formula one
in the future.”

Anderssonisthedefending World Championand
won the Sharjah race from pole pesition in 2019,

The Swede said: “| reclly like this place. This
was my first podium in my first year in Formula
One in 2006, For me, it's the best roce place in
the world, It is a very fast course and rough and
tokes a lot of the drivers to make it goed. The

ring

raditior top

o on by

Knalid Al-Midfa, chaiiman of Sharjah Tourism
and Commerce Development (STCDA), and vice-
chairman Ahmed Obai Al-Qaseer, H2O racing
founder Nicolo di San Germano, drivers and
team officials including Sami Selio, Ferdinand
Zandbergen, Alec Weckstrom Andersson and
Guido Cappelini.

Midfa stressed that hosting the final event
in the Formula | World Powerboat Champion-
ship season in the emirate of Sharjah expresses.
the vision and directives of Highness Sheikh Dr.
Sultan Bin Mohammed AlQasimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah, to bolster

spotsin

The chairman thanked their partners in
the 2Ist edition of the event ond the collabo-
ration between Sharjoh’s Environment and
Protected Areas Authority, UIM FIHZO World
Championship, Al Bataeh Municipality and
the Sharjah Police.

Ahmed Obaid Al Gaseer, Vice Chairman of
the SIMSC, said: “Our strategic partnership wnm
SCOTA during the Sharjah Warld

is perfect. It is going to be tough but
onything can happen..”

Qemzi says he will give everything to secure
o drearn title triumph.

Chasing a maiden FIH2O drivers’ crown, the
Emirati heads into the Grand Prix of Sharjah
double header needing to wipe out a nine-point
lead held by team-mote Torrente, and hold off a
big challenge from Sweden's reigning champion,
Andersson, anather rine points away in thid.

‘Week, which includes the final round of the 2Ist
Bdltion of the FIH20 World Championship 2029,
the Grand Prix of Sharjah, translates the vision
Sheikh Dr. Sultan of hosting and organising in-

Qemzi, KhalidLagoon,
is relishing the opportunity to end his 20-year
wait to be crowned world champion on home
waters in the UAE, and to give Team Abu Dhabi
a fifth consecutive team title.

Team Abu Dhabi’s
Shaun Torrente
has a nine-point
lead over
team-mate Thani
Al Qemzi and an
|8-point lead over
the defending
champion

Jonas Anderson
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Sharjah World Championship Week begins as high-octane action
kicks off on the waters of the emirate

H=20 RACING

POWERBOAT PR
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Powerboat athletes go full-throttle in fierce competition to secure
the F1H20 World Championship title

Sharjah, December 13, 2022

Under the patronage of Sheikh Sultan Bin Mochammed Bin Sultan Al
Qasimi, Crown Prince, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah and Chairman of the
Sharjah Executive Council, the Sharjah World Championship Week
began which includes the final leg of the 21st UIM F1H20 World
Championship. The powerboat Grand Prix of Sharjah is being held on
Khalid lake with the participation of top 16 international racers.

The opening address for this year's week of high-octane adrenaline
was made during a press conference organised by the Sharjah
Commerce and Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA) at Khalid
Lagoon in the presence of Khalid Jasim Al Midfa, Chairman of
SCDTA; Ahmed Obaid Al Qaseer, Vice Chairman of the Sharjah
International Marine Sports Club (SIMSC); Nicolo Di San Germano,
International Promoter of Formula 1 Powerboat Racing, in addition to
racers and an exuberant crowd.
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FYEDGRARHY Under the patronage of Sheikh Sultan Bin Mohammed Bin Sultan Al
S i % Qasimi, Crown Prince, Deputy Ruler of Sharjah and Chairman of the

Sharjah Executive Council, the Sharjah World Championship Week
began which includes the final leg of the 2Ist UM FIH20 World
Championship. The powerboat Grand Prix of Sharjah is being held on
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SHARE THIS Khalid lake with the participation of top 16 international racers.

num The opening address for this year's week of high-octane adrenaline was made during a press

conference organised by the Sharjah Commerce and Tourism Development Authority (SCTDA)
at Khalid Lagoon in the presence of Khalid Jasim Al Midfa, Chairman of SCDTA; Ahmed Obaid
Al Qaseer, Vice Chairman of the Sharjah International Marine Sports Club (SIMSC); Nicolo Di
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